


We are honored that you’ve chosen to spend this week 
with us in our nation’s capital, advocating for the credit 
union movement—a movement rooted in service and 
community betterment. Together, you serve over 
32 million people across our four-state footprint every 
day, generating over $50.4 billion in total economic 
impact in 2023 alone. 

It is the cooperative credit union structure and your unwavering 
dedication to our mission that drive this incredible impact. Now, as we
come together, your advocacy is more important than ever. Our industry 
faces significant risk as our tax-exempt status comes under scrutiny while 
Congress seeks funding sources to extend the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 
Beyond this, with major shifts underway in Washington, we have critical 
opportunities to strengthen our operating environment, expand lending 
capabilities, and advocate for reduced regulatory burden. 

This week, we invite you to join us in sharing the credit union difference. Share your stories and
data. Highlight how you serve your communities, whether it’s giving someone a second chance or
teaching vital financial skills to students through hands-on branch experiences. 

Finally, we sincerely thank you for taking time away to stand alongside others from across the nation.
Your presence here is invaluable, and your voice makes a difference! Together, we will ensure that
credit unions remain strong, thriving, and able to serve future generations. 

Championing the Credit Union Movement
WELCOME TO GAC 2025

-Samantha A.M. Beeler
PRESIDENT

THE LEAGUE OF CREDIT UNIONS & AFFILIATES

-Steve Willis
PRESIDENT

LEVERAGE



Your League advocacy team brings unparalleled expertise in legislative,
regulatory, legal, political, and communications matters to advance the
credit union movement. We collaboratively strive to protect, preserve, and
promote the credit union movement and your ability to serve your
communities. 

Our efforts encompass political fundraising and strategic giving, legislative
and regulatory advocacy at the state and federal levels, in-depth legal
review, legislative engagement, and more. Together, we are committed to
providing comprehensive governmental affairs support. 

We’re excited to see you this week and work alongside you as we
continue this important mission. 

(850) 375-2532 (229) 977-0461

Meet  Your

Vice President of Federal Advocacy and Strategy 
Grace Newcombe Colvin

Grace.Colvin@the-league.coop
(256) 604-3770

Christopher Hodge
Senior Director of Governmental 

Christopher.Hodge@the-league.coop
Affairs (FL)

Mat Willey
Manager of Regulatory
Advocacy
Mat.Willey@the-league.coop

Josie Ellis
Advocacy Specialist
Josie.Ellis@the-league.coop
(251) 303-5286

Ibby Dickson
Advocacy Specialist
Ibby.Dickson@the-league.coop
(256) 226-9526

Chief Advocacy Officer
Sydney Seral

Sydney.Seral@the-league.coop
(678) 542-3444

General Counsel
JT Blau

JT.Blau@the-league.coop
(434) 237-9608

CeJae Vtipilson
Vice President of Governmental

CeJae.Vtipilson@the-league.coop
(804) 731-9297

Affairs (VA)

Michelle Roth
Vice President of Advocacy
Michelle.Roth@the-league.coop
(334) 220-8741



Congratulations to our Lawmaker of the Year Award recipients! 
We deeply appreciate their dedication to championing the Credit
Union Difference and advancing financial empowerment for all.

FederalLawmaker of the YearLawmaker of the YearRecipientsRecipients

AL-05

CONGRESSMAN
DALE STRONG

ALABAMAALABAMA

FLORIDAFLORIDA
CONGRESSMAN
BYRON DONALDS

FL-19



FederalLawmaker of the YearLawmaker of the YearRecipientsRecipients

GA-05

GEORGIAGEORGIA

VIRGINIAVIRGINIA

CONGRESSWOMAN
NIKEMA WILLIAMS

VA-11

CONGRESSMAN
GERRY CONNOLLY

Congratulations to our Lawmaker of the Year Award recipients! 
We deeply appreciate their dedication to championing the Credit
Union Difference and advancing financial empowerment for all.
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

1:00 - 3:30 p.m. Small Credit Union Roundtable Room 207AB

2:30 - 3:15 p.m. First Time Attendee Orientation Salon GH

1:00 - 3:30 p.m. DEI Workshop Room 206 AB

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Keynote, Will Guidara,
Unreasonable Hospitality

Hall E

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Opening Exhibit Grand Hall Hall D

SundayMarch 2

2:00 - 5:00 p.m. The League Hospitality Hour Courtyard Marriott
Shaw Ballroom Foyer 
2nd Floor 

5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Joint League 1934 
Welcome Reception

MLK Jr. Memorial Library
5th Floor

Monday

8:00 - 9:15 a.m. Exhibit Hall / Breakfast Hall D

9:30 - 11:40 a.m. General Session with Keynote
Speaker Carla Harris

Hall E

11:40 a.m. - 
1:00 p.m.

Exhibit Hall / Lunch Hall D

1:15 - 2:45 p.m. General Session, America’s Credit
Unions Annual Meeting and
Advocacy Update

Hall E

3:00 - 4:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions Check ACU App

4:00 - 5:30 p.m. Exhibit Hall Open Hall D

5:30 - 9:00 p.m. Foundation Dinner and Herb Wegner
Memorial Award Presentation

Marriott Marquis Hotel
Marquis Ballroom

March 3

4:00 - 5:30 p.m. LEVERAGE and Credit Union Loan
Source Reception

Marriott Marquis Bar

Sponsored by

NOTE: The League specific events are in bold.

Sponsored by

Sponsored by
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5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Lawmaker of the Year Reception Courtyard Marriott
Shaw Ballroom 2nd Floor

Sponsored by

CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

11:00 - 12:15 p.m. Breakout Sessions Check ACU App

9:00 - 9:50 a.m. Breakout Sessions Check ACU App

1:45 - 3:45 p.m. General Session, Keynote Speaker
Mike Krzyzewski (Coach K) Hall E

3:45 - 5:15 p.m. Closing Exhibit Hall Reception Hall D

10:00 - 10:50 a.m. Meeting with CDFI Director, 
Pravina Raghavan

5:00 - 7:00 p.m. PAC Reception - Invite Only

8:00 - 9:15 a.m. Exhibit Hall / Breakfast Hall D

12:00 - 1:30 p.m. Exhibit Hall / Lunch Hall D

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. PAC Dinner - Invite Only

8:00 - 9:30 a.m. Legislative and Regulatory Briefing Courtyard Marriott
Shaw Ballroom 2nd Floor

11:00 a.m. - 
12:00 p.m

Meeting with NCUA Board Member,
Tanya Otsuka

Courtyard Marriott
Shaw Ballroom 2nd Floor

4:00 - 5:00 p.m. Meeting with NCUA Chairman, 
Kyle Hauptman

Courtyard Marriott
Shaw Ballroom 2nd Floor

8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Breakfast Hall E

9:00 - 11:15 a.m. Closing General Session, Keynote
Speaker Stacey Hanke

Hall E

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Hill Meetings Capitol Hill

7:00 - 10:00 p.m. Closing GAC Party Marriott Marquis Hotel
Marquis Ballroom

Safe Travels Home

TuesdayMarch 4

WednesdayMarch 5

ThursdayMarch 6

NOTE: The League specific events are in bold.
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WCC 202 A&B
2nd Floor

1:15 - 2:15 p.m. The Ever-Evolving Regulatory Landscape Courtyard Marriott
Shaw Ballroom 2nd Floor



House Office Buildings

Senate Office Buildings

Suggested Walking Routes

US CAPITOL COMPLEX



We would like to thank our 2025 Governmental Affairs Conference sponsors for
partnering with us to make this event possible. Their dedication and support assists

in bringing the movement together. 

 Governmental Affairs Conference
2025 SPONSORS 
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Italics indicates member of the Senate Banking Committee.

~ Indicates member of the Senate Finance Committee. 

* Indicates member of the House Financial Services Committee. 

† Indicate member of the House Ways and Means Committee. 

Legend



Italics indicates member of the Senate Banking Committee.
~ Indicates member of the Senate Finance Committee. 

* Indicates member of the House Financial Services Committee. 
† Indicates member of the House Ways and Means Committee. 

Legend
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Scan the QR CodeScan the QR Code
FILL OUT OUR POST-CONFERENCE SURVEY AND HELP US IMPROVE!
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https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/suhas_subramanyam/457028


Credit unions are member-owned and democratically governed. Our unique not-for-profit structure allows us to
serve communities often left behind and overlooked by big banks. Without credit unions, communities and
consumers would be left at a severe disadvantage as services to lower-income families and rural communities
would significantly decrease. 
Credit unions remain committed to empowering consumers and communities with affordable access to
financial services, teaching students about financial literacy, supporting small businesses and families with
low-cost loans, boosting job creation and growth, and much more.  
As not-for-profits, credit unions are exempt from paying federal income taxes, although we pay a multitude of
other taxes. Credit unions make substantial contributions to state and federal tax revenue through direct,
indirect, and additional taxable earnings. In 2023, credit unions generated significant tax revenue (Alabama
= $372.9M, Florida = $1.6B, Georgia = $387M, Virginia = $3.4B). Not to mention, it has been found that
the economic output of credit unions far outweighs the revenue that would be generated if credit unions were
subject to federal income taxes (more than eight times the amount). 
Currently, Congress is looking for ways to fund the continuation of the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA),
which changed deductions, depreciation, expenses, tax credits, and other items that affect businesses and
individuals and included a lower corporate rate of 21% and preferable tax treatment of pass-through
companies. We ask Congress to preserve the not-for-profit structure of credit unions and protect our tax status. 

 

Senate Ask: Ask Finance Chairman Mike Crapo (R-ID) and Ranking Member Ron Wyden (D-OR) to preserve
affordable access to financial services by protecting the credit union tax structure. 
 

House Ask: Ask Ways & Means Chairman Jason Smith (R-MO) and Ranking Member Richie Neal (D-MA) to
preserve affordable access to financial services by protecting the credit union tax structure.  

Legislative Priorities20
25

FederalFederal

EMPOWER COMMUNITIES THROUGH PROTECTING THE CREDIT UNION STRUCTURE 

RIGHT-SIZE REGULATION AND SUPPORT RELIEF MEASURES 

House Financial Services and Senate Banking committee members are currently considering a variety of reforms
aimed at providing regulatory relief to financial institutions. Credit unions have a number of priorities we would like
to see included and request members on and off committee support through cosponsoring: 

Increase the Currency Transaction Reports Filing Threshold 
Currency Transaction Reports (CTRs) are filed by financial institutions to FinCEN when a consumer makes a
currency transaction over $10,000 or when multiple transactions in a single day add up to more than
$10,000.



Legislative Priorities20
25

FederalFederal

RIGHT-SIZE REGULATION AND SUPPORT RELIEF MEASURES 

This threshold, which has never been adjusted since implementation in 1972, would be closer to $72,880 in
today’s world which would reduce the number of CTRs filed by at least 90% annually. H.R. ___ (sponsored by
Rep. Barry Loudermilk [R-GA]) would raise the filing threshold to $30,000 and includes an automatic five-year
adjustment for inflation to ensure we are appropriately accounting for economic changes. 
In 2023, FinCEN reported receiving an average of 57,000 CTRs per day (nearly 21 million total). For financial
institutions who do not automate these filings, it can take between 30 minutes to two hours to file one single
report. Even for those who do automate, employees are spending a significant amount of time collecting and
filing information.  

Expand Access to Credit for Small Businesses 
Credit unions are a vital source of credit for small businesses. However, they are subject to an arbitrary cap on
member business lending. Currently, small business loans (loans less than $50,000) are exempted from the
cap. Raising this threshold to account for inflation would allow credit unions to continue to make small business
loans to their members and communities, ensuring a vital line of credit.  
Rep. Vicente Gonzalez (D-TX) introduced H.R. ___, which would increase this threshold to $100,000 and
ensure credit unions can adequately serve small businesses. The Small Business Administration (SBA) defines a
small business loan as a loan less than $350,000, so increasing to $100,000 is a modest update that would
increase our ability to help small businesses. 

Modernize Credit Union Meeting Requirements 
The Credit Union Board Modernization Act (H.R. 975 by Reps. Juan Vargas [D-CA] and Bill Huizenga [R-MI])
passed the House on February 10, and aims to reduce the number of annual board meetings a credit union
must hold from 12 to no less than six. We encourage the Senate to pass companion bill S. 522 by Sens. Bill
Hagerty (R-TN) and Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE).

Reform the CFPB 
The Taking Account of Bureaucrats’ Spending Act (H.R. 654 by Rep. Andy Barr [R-KY]) would subject the CFPB
to the traditional appropriations process, resulting in greater accountability and oversight. The CFPB, which is
currently funded by the Federal Reserve, is in need of reform to truly protect consumers and combat predatory
practices like fraud and payday lending. 
As we adjust for inflation, Congress should increase the threshold for CFPB supervision from $10B to $15B to
ensure we are not overregulating or examining financial institutions. In 2022, the NCUA raised the ONES
threshold from $10B to $15B, making this adjustment consistent with other financial regulators.

 
Senate Ask: Right-size regulation by cosponsoring and supporting S. 522. 
 
House Ask: Right-size regulation by cosponsoring and supporting H.R. ___, ___, 975, and 654.  



Regulatory Priorities20
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NCUA: 2025 SUPERVISORY PRIORITIES 

Credit Risk: Credit unions continue to keep a keen eye on ever-evolving economic conditions. Many credit unions
have been cautious not to take on large amounts of risk over the last two to three years, anticipating this
opportunity. If conditions continue to stabilize, does the NCUA anticipate that overall delinquencies and charge-
offs will return to normal levels? If not, what does the NCUA believe will drive an increase?  

Balance Sheet Management and Risk to Earning and Net Worth: As interest rates slowly tick down, credit unions
are set up to take advantage of an improving financial climate. The prospect of being able to improve credit
union net interest margin is more than welcome news. Can the NCUA share what types of concentration risk its
examiners are most concerned about when it comes to net worth?  

Cybersecurity: The League fully supports the NCUA’s charge to thwart cybercriminals and eliminate fraud at every
turn. Having robust security measures in place is integral to everyday credit union operations. However, the costs
for these tools continue to rise year after year while the threats are evolving faster than ever. Specifically,
fraudsters utilizing artificial intelligence (AI) to scam credit union members is occurring at an alarming rate. Will
the NCUA be able to provide additional guidance on the unique dangers posed by AI?  

Consumer Financial Protection: The NCUA continues to focus on overdraft services. In fact, the NCUA issued a
Letter to Credit Unions in early December that mirrored many of the same inflammatory stances that the CFPB has
outlined in its rulemaking process. Those actions by the CFPB have resulted in costly lawsuits and countless hours
in court. As we have repeatedly pointed out, credit unions across our footprint have already made changes to
these programs and services. Additionally, The League has yet to hear a plausible explanation for how a
program that consumers opt-into is considered a “junk fee.” Given the change in administration and Chairman
Hauptman’s stated priorities, can credit unions expect the emphasis on these services to subside? 

Exam Updates: In 2025, the NCUA will update its exam flexibility initiative to provide an extended exam cycle
for credit unions over $1 billion in assets where the NCUA rated the credit union a CAMELS composite 1 or 2
with no change in CEO since the last examination. These institutions will now be eligible for a 12-to-16-month
exam cycle. Additionally, the extended exam cycle for eligible federal credit unions will be shortened from 14-to-
20 months to 14-to-18 months. The League supported efforts to extend the exam cycle for low-risk, well-run credit
unions and is pleased to see it implemented in 2025. This is a commonsense change that rewards responsible
financial stewards, and we thank the NCUA for putting this initiative into place. Does the NCUA anticipate any
additional exam cycle changes in the near future?  

NCUA: EXPAND NATURAL DISASTER RELIEF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

Funding for the Community Development Loan Fund (CDLF) is made available by Congress. Both the legislation
and NCUA regulations mandate that for a credit union to access Natural Disaster Relief financial assistance via
the Community Development Revolving Loan Fund’s (CDRLF) Urgent Need Grant Initiative, the credit union must
be designated as a low-income institution. Natural disasters do not discriminate based on zip code. Yet, many
credit unions cannot access these critical resources because they lack this qualifier. This disconnect confuses credit
unions facing the daunting task of rebuilding after a catastrophe. Over the last five years, in each of our four
states, credit unions have responded to a variety of natural disasters from paralyzing ice storms to devastating
hurricanes. Unfortunately, the pace of these disasters appears to be accelerating. Given this reality, The League
would like to work with the NCUA to remove the requirement for a credit union to have a low-income designation
when applying for disaster relief financial assistance via the CDRLF. The League believes that no credit union
should be shut out from accessing critical support following a natural disaster.



Regulatory Priorities20
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NCUA: STREAMLINE AND SIMPLIFY THE CDFI CERTIFICATION APPLICATION PROCESS 

The recently revamped CDFI application process is opaque and extremely time-consuming. The League has heard
from multiple credit unions that they will not seek to revive their CDFI status due to the bureaucratic hoops and
additional red tape that has been rolled out over the last 18 months. Additionally, it has been challenging to
receive answers in a timely manner. We implore the NCUA to help credit unions forge a better relationship with
CDFI by setting up a joint collaborative work group comprised of credit unions, the NCUA, the CDFI, and
pertinent stakeholders. This group can provide vital recommendations to help modernize the application process
and ultimately help more credit unions help more people. The League is more than willing to assist the NCUA to
establish this work group and looks forward to the opportunity to build a fruitful partnership.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: CDFI FUND  

NCUA: EXPAND BOARD REIMBURSEMENT FOR DEPENDENT CARE COSTS INCURRED
WHILE ATTENDING OFFICIAL BOARD MEETING 

The NCUA has not addressed the issue of childcare as a reimbursable expense for more than 25 years. At the
time, the Office of General Counsel affirmed a 1992 opinion that childcare expenses incurred while attending a
board meeting would be impermissible. Times have changed, and it behooves the NCUA to update its policies to
meet the always evolving intersection of work and familial obligations. Last summer, The League wrote to the
NCUA Board requesting that the Administration consider allowing childcare as a reimbursable expense. We
were pleased to see this item on the most recently released Agency Rule List, and we are excited to work with the
NCUA to finalize this change and encourage the implementation of pro-family policies for credit unions across
the country. Specifically, The League is asking the NCUA to amend section 701.33 to allow Federal Credit Union
(FCU) board members to be reimbursed for the cost of childcare when it is necessary to attend an official board
meeting. The League strongly believes that the Federal Credit Union Act provides the ability for the NCUA Board to
make this important change.  

Preserve CDFI Funding: CDFIs help promote economic activity throughout the U.S. and provide an incredible
return on government investment. For every $1 of public funding, CDFIs are able to leverage $8 in private
sector investment. This remarkable result is driven by a ‘double bottom line’ that focuses on strong financial
performance and promoting job creation, economic opportunity, and affordable housing. The League boasts
more than 30 CDFIs across its footprint who have put millions of dollars to work that have revitalized local
communities and advanced financial independence. What level of funding will the Agency be pursuing in the
new Fiscal Year?

Streamline and Simplify the CDFI Certification Application: Members across our four-state footprint are eager
to collaborate with the Fund to help support underserved communities wherever possible. Credit unions stand
ready to provide key insights on how to remodel the application process to encourage greater participation
and more applicants. We have long worked to reach both the underserved and unbanked. Credit unions,
regardless of designation, were founded upon this mission and strive to serve these communities daily.
However, achieving the CDFI designation while navigating the puzzling application maze is a considerable
challenge. The League recognizes the importance of the CDFI Fund and wants to help. Our team plans to
engage the NCUA to help set up a work group consisting of CDFI, credit unions, the NCUA, and pertinent
stakeholders. Will the Fund commit to joining this collaborative effort? 



JOIN US FOR UPCOMING EVENTS!JOIN US FOR UPCOMING EVENTS!


